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BOOK SELECTION — Purpose: 
“To supply the right book to the 
right reader at the right time.” 

BOOK SELECTION in a public li- 
brary, small or large, is a con- 
tinuous process, going hand in 
hand with the process of DIS- 
CARDING. 

No matter how small your total 
budget, insist on having A REG- 
ULAR AND DEPENDABLE 
AMOUNT for buying books. 

NEVER count on building a good 
collection just from donations of 
books. 

When required to seek and accept 
DONATIONS, try to get CASH 
and not old books. 

ACCEPT GIFT BOOKS only with 
the provision that the truly use- 
ful ones will be added to the li- 
brary collection. 

Encourage the practice of MEMO- 
RIAL BOOKS, to be selected on 
consultation with the librarian, 
and ordered through the library 
channels, not brought in by the 
donor. 

REFERENCE BOOKS should have 
a part in any book selection pol- 
icy. 

GOOD NEW JUVENILES and 
better editions of old standards 
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are a “must.” Cheap series and 
mediocre single books are to be 
avoided. 

BEST-SELLERS, light romances, 
westerns, and mysteries are all 
some readers want, and their 
purchase must be taken serious- 
ly. Rental shelves may have to 
help bear their cost. Paper-back 
editions are successful, either as 
gifts or as purchases. 

NEW SUBJECTS must be repre- 
sented. Find the fairest, most 
up-to-date treatments, in the 
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most attractive and readable 
forms. (e.g., United Nations, 
Korea, Television, Housing, Dec- 
oration.) 

OLD SUBJECTS keep developing, 
and books must be in step. 

BUSINESS AND PROFESSION- 
AL BOOKS should prove to se- 
rious men and women that the 
library is for them. Solicit ad- 
vice from these people on book 
selection in their special fields. 

LOCAL INTERESTS, of individ- 
uals and groups, should be de- 
termined and served. (Town and 
county history, gardening, etc.) 

MAGAZINES, pamphlets, _pic- 
tures, possibly films and records 
should be included, primarily 
with reference use in mind. 

BUY THE BEST books people will 
read. A librarian has some ob- 
ligation to shape as well as to 
follow readers’ tastes, especially 
those of children. 

DON’T try to round out a collec- 
tion, especially in a very small 
or very poor library, by select- 
ing books which will be of slight 
interest. Expect some fields 
represented in book selection 
aids to be lightly represented, if 
at all. 

KEEP A FILE of cards showing 
questions or requests or possible 
interests the collection has been 
unable to fill. HUNT TITLES 
for purchase, in all reasonable 
sources. For the immediately 
needed, rare, unusual, or too ex- 
pensive book, try INTERLI- 
BRARY LOAN. (Neighboring 
libraries, State Library, Exten- 
sion Loan, Library of Congress 
after exhausting local sources.) 

KEEP A FILE of cards for mate- 
rials noticed in reading between 
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—_ orders, OR checks in book 

ists. 

ORDER BOOKS REGULARLY 
and frequently, if possible week- 
ly or monthly, and when emer- 
gency needs appear. Keep a 
broad annual policy for large 
purchases, such as expensive 
reference sets, and _ subscrip- 
tions to periodicals. 

BOOK SELECTION TOOLS 
should be bought, kept handy, 
and used. They are a legitimate 
part in book purchase, and can 
be as important to readers as 
the books used directly. 

MAKE BOOK SELECTION A 
STAFF AFFAIR, if you have 
any library assistants, or trus- 
tees or committee members. En- 
courage suggestions. Talk over 

possible purchases, but final de- 

cisions as well as policies must 

in the last analysis be in the LI- 

BRARIAN’S hands. 


BooK SELECTION AIDS 

All the following BOOK SELEC- 
TION TOOLS have been found 
important by many public li- 
brarians. Not all of the things 
will be found in a small library 
with a very low bcok budget. 

The STARRED TITLES are rec- 
ommended for first and most 
constant use, and their purchase 
should be seriously considered. 


Some other aids can be shared 
with librarians, in schools, or in 
nearby towns or cities. 

Some of the aids can be borrowed 
for examination or limited use 
from the State Library. 

Realize that book selection tools 
fall into two categories: 

1. Those designed to help li- 
brarians build their collec- 
tions. 

2. Those designed to sell to book 
dealers and to individua!s, as 
well as to librarians. Both 








types should be used, but 

with discrimination. 

Write to H. W. Wilson Company, 
950-72 University Avenue, New 
York 52, and to American Li- 
brary Association, 50 East 
Huron, Chicago 11, Illinois, to 
keep you supplied with latest 
lists of their publications, and 
for information on the Wilson 
service charge system to librar- 
ies (the lower your budget, the 
less you pay for catalogs and in- 
dexes). 

I. H. W. Wilson Publications of 
high priority use for librarians. 
*Children’s catalog. 9th ed. 1956. 
Supplements. 

*Standard catalog for public li- 
braries. 1949. Supplements. 
*Fiction catalog. 1950. Supple- 
ments. 
All excellent for many pur- 
poses: finding books recom- 
mended by practical librari- 
ans, by subjects, titles, au- 
thors; verifying details, help- 
ing with cataloging and clas- 
sification as wel! as ordering; 
rounding out a_ collection; 
weeding a collection; helping 
patrons find books they want 
to order for themselves; help- 
ing teachers. 
A Texas county librarian has 
said: “The Standard Catalovs 
have been used to great ad- 
vantage, not only for ‘musts’ 
but books on various subjects. 
We refer to them regularly, 
not only here but in other 
places that I have worked. 
The teachers have begun to 
come in to use ours to make 
up their reading lists to be 
sure we have the books. We 
have checked the titles we 
have and it saves time for 
them. By using these cata- 
logs, one is sure of a well- 
rounded book collection ...” 
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*Book review digest. Monthly 
since 1905. 
*Vertical file service catalog. 


Monthly since 1932. 
Very useful for free or inex- 
pensive material. “There are 
so many items of very small 
cost which are worth a lot to 
any library, especially to the 
small one.” 
eee book index. Month- 
y. 
The larger the library, the 
greater is the importance of 
this complete listing of re- 
cently published books. Quick 
verification of details. The 
sort of thing which may be 
shared with one’s neighbors 
for occasional use. 
Educational film guide. Month- 
ly. $4.00 per year. 
Excellent aid in locating ex- 
istence of films on all sub- 
jects, of use even when the li- 
brary has referral or informa- 
tion service but no films in 
the collection. 
Il. American Library Association 
publications. 
*Blackshear, Orilla T. Buying list 
of books for small libraries. 8th 
ed. A. L. L. 1954. $3.75. (Revi- 
sion of Horton’s Buying list of 
books for small libraries.) 
“There are approximately 
1800 titles (the titles men- 
tioned within an annotation 
are not numbered) in the list, 
the major part of them being 
titles published from 1945 to 
1953. A valuable tool for li- 
brarians unable to examine 
books before buying them, and 
who cannot afford expensive 
bibliographic aids.” 
*Boochever, Florence, ed. A. L. 
A. catalog, 1942-49. A. L. A. 
1952. $7.00. 
“A classified annotated list of 
over 4500 titles that continues 
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the basic public library buying 
list. Annotations cite many 
additional titles for compara- 
tive purposes. Gives catalog- 
ing and buying information. 
Young people’s titles in both 
the children’s and _ adults’ 
lists are starred. The chil- 
dren’s section provides a 
separate list of easy read 
and picture books. Empha- 
sis is on the new books of 
each year which have been 
considered desirable additions 
to the small or medium-sized 
public library, chosen because 
they are entertaining, inform- 
ative, or profitable either 
practically or in the enrich- 
ment of living.” 

Winchell, Constance M. Guide to 

reference books. 7th ed. 1951. 

$10.00. Supplement to the 7th 

ed. 1954. $3.25. 
Formerly edited by Isadore G. 
Mudge. Describes about 5500 
reference books currently use- 
ful, in all fields. May be bor- 
rowed or seen in larger librar- 
ies. Less necessary in a small 
library if Standard catalog 
series and Booklist and sub- 
scription books bulletins are 
used. 

*Periodicals for small and medi- 

um-sized libraries. 8th ed. 1948. 

$1.75. 
“Some 400 magazines, ar- 
ranged alphabetically, are de- 
scribed and evaluated. Re- 
listed under 84 subject head- 
ings to indicate the fields they 
cover. Special lists for young 
people, children, Canadian li- 
braries, business, scientific, 
and technical fields. The use 
of periodicals, periodical in- 
dexes, newspapers and bind- 
ing is discussed in the intro- 
duction.” 

The following are of special help 
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to librarians working with teach- 
ers, on joint selection problems, 
or for special help in building up 
the young people’s collection: 
A Basic book collection for ele- 
mentary grades. 6th ed. 1956. 
$2.00. 
A Basic book collection for jun- 
ior high schools. 6th ed. 1956. 
$2.00. 
A Basic book collection for high 
schools. 6th ed. 1957. $2.75. 
By way of introduction. 2nd ed. 
1947. $1.25. 
III. Periodicals. 
*Booklist and subscription books 
bulletin; a guide to current 
books. Twice monthly except 
monthly in August. A .L. A. 
$6.00 per year. 
Only books and materials rer- 
ommended for iibrary pur- 
chase are listed in the Book- 
list sections. Both books rec- 
ommended for purchase ana 
those not recommended are 
reviewed in the Subscription 
Books Bulletin section. 
Horn book magazine: of books 
and reading for children and 
young people. Published six 
times a year, by The Horn Book 
Inc., 248 Boylston Street, Bos- 
ton. $4.00 per year. 
A luxury item only if you 
have no children or young 
people to work with or live 
with. Excellent articles by and 
about writers, artists and 
critics. Regularly annotated 
lists compiled by distinguished 
children’s librarians. 
*Library journal. Twice a month, 
from September through June; 
monthly July and August. R. R. 
Bowker Co., 62 West 45th Street, 
New York 19, N. Y. $9.00 per 
year. 
General news articles and col- 
umns for all librarians. Book 
selection aids are outstand- 
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ing: regular section called 
New books appraised, classi- 
fied arrangement. Special 
lists, including twice a year a 
survey of spring or fall juve- 
niles. 
New York herald tribune book 
review. Weekly, on Sunday. 
$2.50 per year. 
One of the best of the weekly 
book review magazines. 
New York times book review. 
Weekly, on Sunday. $4.00 per 
year. 
Another of the top weekly re- 
viewing papers. 
Publisher’s weekly: the Amer- 
ican book trade journal. $9.00 
per year. R. R. Bowker Co., 624 
bi 45th Street, New York 19, 
Of special use by the book 
trade, but interesting also to 
librarians who must buy 
ahead of publication or exam- 
ination of books or of critical 
reviews. Many interesting 
news articles as well as the 
featured “Weekly Record” of 
books published in the week 
of issue. Special fall and 
spring announcement issues. 
Saturday review. Weekly. $7.00 
per year. 
The only weekly book review 
magazine, for a general audi- 
ence, unconnected with a 
newspaper. A favorite reading 
habit with many librarians. 
*Wilson library bulletin. Pub- 
lished monthly except July and 
August. H. W. Wilson Co. $2.00 
per year. 
A wealth of practical ma- 
terial in articles and col- 
umns. This section may be 
subscribed to or bought sep- 
arately each month at $1.00 
per hundred copies, to mail or 
hand to patrons or use other- 
wise in publicity. Mailed to all 
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subscribing libraries ten days 

in advance of the magazine. 

Each section has an attrac- 

tive picture on the cover, and 

contains the biography of a 

prominent author. 
An alert librarian will note book 
reviews, news, or lists in many 
other magazines and newspa- 
pers, including: 

Atlantic Monthly 

Christian Science Monitor 

Dallas Morning News 

Harper’s Magazine 

Holiday 

Local newspapers 

Seventeen 

Time 

IV. Catalogs from Publishers, 

Booksellers, Jobbers and Bind- 
ers. 
Public librarians invariably say 
they “glance at” or “run 
through” these free materials, 
but some add that they take the 
information with a few grains 
of salt, others that they never 
buy a book just on one recom- 
mendation or a single listing. 
To supplement the special bibli- 
ographies recommended above, 
many dealers’ catalogs make 
good and useful reading. 
Cokesbury Book Store, 1910 
Main Street, Dallas, Texas. 

Catalog of the best books for 

children; a complete guide to 

children’s literature. . . One of 

many lists put out by this 

large and popular general 

book store. 
The Personal Book Shop, 285 
Columbus Avenue, Boston, Mas- 
sachusetts. 


Very attractive monthly lists, 
and twice-a-year special lists 
of books for boys and girls. 
Prepublication news, Bargain 
lists, including many of slight- 
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ly used books. A book shop 
several Texas librarians have 
recently spoken of very high- 
ly, as giving excellent service 
and good discounts. 

The Texas News Company. 2905 

Taylor Street, Dallas, Texas. 
The American News of Books; 
a monthly estimate of demand 
for forthcoming books. 


V. Special. 


Bulletin from Virginia Kirkus’ 
Bookshop Service. 38 Bank 
Street, New York 14, N. Y. 
Twice a month. $32.25 per year. 


Increasing numbers of Texas 
librarians are subscribing to 
this unique book selection 
service, one aimed at both 
booksellers and _ librarians. 
Miss Kirkus gets books in 
page proof, ahead of publica- 
tion date, reads and classifies 
and annotates her selections, 
in handy categories. Cost 
seems large, but many large 
libraries are leaning heavily 
on the service and are finding 
it worth the cost. Groups of 
librarians may well pool their 
funds and share the loose-leaf 
materials, if they live close 
together. One of our county 
librarians writes, “I like the 
latter because of the advance 
reviews which are not as 
biased as some of the others.” 
Another says she would sub- 
scribe if she had a book budg- 
et of over $6,000 a year. 


*Booklist for boys and girls (Bul- 


letin 483. Texas Education 
Agency, Austin). 


*Supplement ... 1947-50 (Bulle- 


tin 512. Texas Education Agen- 
cy, Austin). 


VI. Background Materials. 


Books 
Arbuthnot, Mary Hill. Children 
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and books. Scott, Foreman, 1947. 
$5.00. 


“It is actually a textbook for 
children’s literature courses 
for teachers, colleges and li- 
brary training schools, but it 
is also a book for teachers in 
service and for parents or for 
any adults who wonder about 
children’s reading.” Doesn’t 
this include us? A big, thick 
book, of selections from the 
best writing for children, re- 
prints of some of the illustra- 
tions, lists of books, essays 
on types, and on such topics 
as children and the radio, 
movies, and comic books. 


Bascom, Elva Lucile. Book se- 
lection. Rev. ed., 36p. A. L. A. 
1930. 


Chicago University. Graduate 
Library School. Library Insti- 
tute. The practice of book selec- 
tion: papers presented before 
the Library Institute at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, July 31 to 
August 13, 1939, ed. with intro- 
duction by Louis R. Wilson. 


Duff, Annis. “Bequest of 
wings”; a family’s pleasures 
with books. Viking, 1944. 


A young mother who has had 
a rich background of working 
with books and with children 
writes in a charming style of 
her own children’s contacts 
with various kinds of books. 
The sort of thing we not only 
get much pleasure and help 
from, as librarians, but can 
safely urge on parents who 
want to do better by their 
children’s reading programs. 


Drury, F. K. W. Book selection. 
A. L. A., 1930. $2.75. 


“One of the older standard 
books on book selection. Dis- 
cusses differences in approach 
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to evaluation and offers cri- 
teria for judging books in 
each Dewey classification di- 
vision. Describes aids for se- 
lection of books, periodicals 
and special material. Consid- 
ers public, college, university 
and other libraries.” 
Eaton, Anne. Reading with chil- 
dren. Viking, 1940. $2.50. 
An outstanding contribution 
to the literature on the sub- 
ject by the librarian of Lin- 
coln School, New York. De- 
lightfully written chapters on 
types of literature, each fol- 
lowed by a bibliography. 
Haines, Helen E. Living with 
books: the art of book selection. 
2d ed. Columbia University 
Press, 1950. $5.00. 
“Home work: for any busy 
public librarian brand new to 
her job or with years of expe- 
rience.” 
Moshier, L. Marian, and Lefe- 
vre, H. S. The small public li- 
brary. A. L. A. 1942. 
Chapter 5 gives excellent ad- 
vice on selecting books. 
Munson, Amelia H. An ample 
field. A. L. A., 1950. $3.00. 
“Discusses youth, their read- 
ing interests, and the librar- 
ian. Gives definite and prac- 
tical advice on book selection 
and on techniques of bringing 
books and young people to- 
gether.” 
Power, Effie L. Work with chil- 
dren in public libraries. A. L. 
A., 1943. 
A few years old now, but her 
criteria for judging books for 
children are as sound as ever. 
Chapter 3 is on the book col- 
lection. 
Smith, Lillian H. The Unreluc- 
tant years: a critical approach 


TEXAS LIBRARIES 





has 
hig] 
gro 
The 
ran 
east 
tion 
live 
app 
the 


is t 
Tex 
it 1 
dig 
stri 
dig 
tow 
was 
cor 


DEC 


ith 
on, 
ity 


sy 


fe- 
li- 


ad- 


ple 


ad- 
ar- 
ac- 
ion 
ing 
to- 


nil- 
ner 


for 
er. 


uc- 
ach 





to children’s literature. A. L. A. 
1953. $4.50. 


“Considers children’s books as 
literature, not as tools serving 
a secondary purpose. Ana- 
lyzes the qualities of certain 
classics in each type of chil- 
drens’ literature and estab- 
lishes criteria for evaluating 
children’s books of today. An 
invaluable book _ selection 
guide for the children’s li- 
brarian, teacher, student of 
literature and parents.” 


Stefferud, Alfred, ed. Wonder- 
ful world of books. Houghton, 
1953. $2.98. 


“The pleasures and benefits 
of reading are amply attested 
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to in a book that is an out- 
growth of the Conference on 
Rural Reading held in Wash- 
ington in 1951. .. The 66 con- 
tributors represent publish- 
ers, book dealers, reviewers, 
journalists, authors, readers, 
teachers, and librarians. To- 
gether the pieces make a 
stimulating and _ practical 
guide not only for the rural 
populace and the people who 
serve their reading needs, but 
for anyone concerned with 
books and reading. The chap- 
ter ‘Selection of books’ by A. 
J. Richter on pages 170-174 is 
good for guides to book selec- 
tion for small public librar- 
ies.” 


The Ward County Library, Monrahans 
By 
Mrs. Belle Keith, Librarian 


Ward County, created in 1887. 
has an area of 827 square miles of 
high rolling prairie with short 
growths of mesquite and sage. 
The irrigated southern part, the 
ranching area in the northern and 
eastern sections and the produc- 
tion of oil provide the economic 
livelihood for the majority of the 
approximately 15,000 residents of 
the county. 

The thriving city of Monahans 
is the county seat. In 1880, the 
Texas and Pacific Railroad, after 
it was learned the Indians could 
dig up a few feet of sand and 
strike water, sent Pat Monahan to 
dig a water well. The name of the 
town, when originally founded, 
was Monahans Wells and after the 
coming of the railroad it became 
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a cattle shipping point. Now that 
oil is the chief product, a cowtown 
has become an oil town with a 
gradual and substantial transition. 

The Ward County Public Li- 
brary is housed in three rooms of 
the Monahans Community Build- 
ing. Other rooms in the building 
are used for offices, and two large 
rooms equipped as lodge and 
kitchen, are used for “get-togeth- 
ers” of club, church. and school 
groups, also personnel and family 
parties of business firms and cor- 
porations. One duty of the librar- 
ian is to keep a register of reser- 
vations for these functions. 

In June, 1948, in the then new 
Monahans Community Building, 
The Ward County Public Library 
was started in the central room 
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Children’s Room 


with very little except the location 
and a new librarian, Miss Mary Jo 
Vines. 

Donations of books from pa- 
trons and clubs were used and new 
books added. A steady growth of 
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materials and services followed 
until March 1, 1952, another room 
in the building was added and 
equipped for a children’s room. 
Later, a third room became the 
work room and was, also, used for 
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periodicals and the Readers Guide 
Service. 


The Adult Room is the original 
centralized room and is now used 
for all fiction, non-fiction, biog- 
raphies, and references in that 
level. Fiction is lettered F and 
has separate sections for western, 
mystery, romance and career, and 
NEW BOOKS. The Dewey Deci- 
mal System is used for non-fic- 
tion, B for biography, R for ref- 
erence, and are grouped as classi- 
fied. 


The Children’s Room is used for 
the librarian’s office and equip- 
ment along with tables and chairs 
needed for children using their 
picture books and magazines. Bi- 
ography, non-fiction, and fiction 





have separate groupings on the 
shelves with special places for 
sports, mysteries, and science-fic- 
tion. The same lettering is used 
with E for easy-reading. 


A Sub-Branch of the library is 
at Barstow, thirty-one miles west 
of Monahans. This branch is lo- 
cated in the Barstow Community 
Building and is open two hours a 
day six days per week. There are 
two librarians, Mrs. Lillian King 
and Mrs. Natha Gillis, who share 
the time and come to the library 
to exchange books. 


Our records show more than 
10,000 books accessioned, 3,000 
borrowers, and 18,958 circulation. 


The library is supported by the 
county along with cash gifts from 





Magazine Rack, Adult Room 
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clubs and patrons, and books for 
memorials. The budget for new 
books for last year was $2,000 
with additional funds for book re- 
repair, supplies, and magazines. 

SERVICES OF THE LIBRARY 
extend to all the schools and towns 
of the county. Many teachers 
bring their pupils in to visit and 
browse—and to learn the proce- 
dures of getting a card and check- 
ing out books. 


Both the Junior and Senior High 
Schools have libraries and full- 
time librarians, and we are pleased 
to find their teachers and pupils 
using our files and shelves for 
materials and books to supp!e- 
ment. 


The elementary teachers check 
out collections for their special 
grade levels. Children come in the 
greatest numbers for books, but 
much research is done by club 
members, high school and college 
students. 

THE PRE - SCHOOL - AGE 
STORY HOUR was the library’s 
culminating and most rewarding 
project of the year. The Monahans 
News and Radio Station KVKM 








were very helpful in publicizing 
the story hour. For three or four 
weeks they kept announcing the 
news for us, and the paper printed 
the weekly reports as the program 
progressed. The story hour was 
sponsored by the librarian with 
the help of three study clubs, 
Wednesday, Nu Gamma, and Tau 
Lambda. At first, members of one 
club came each week to help, and 
one story group followed by games 
was all that was needed. Later, the 
enrollment reached such numbers 
that members from each club 
came every week to help. It grew 
so there were two story groups 
and a play group the first 30 min- 
utes, and a change of groups the 
second 30 minutes. The HOUR 
was a very happy experience for 
everyone working with it. 


It was truly the result of the 
PUBLIC RELATIONS of club 
members, mothers and children, 
Monahans News, Radio Station 
KVK\M, and all the friendly people 
of the city working toward a goal 
through the librarv. Our plans are 
underway for a bigger and better 
story-hour for this season. 


Louisiana State University Workshop 


Library Service for Young Adults 


A workshop on Library Service 
for Young Adults will be conducted 
by the Library school of Louisiana 
State University, February 23-28, 
1958, under the co-sponsorshiv of 
the ALA Library Extension Divi- 
sion and with the cooperation of 
the Louisiana State Library and 
the ALA Young Adult Services 
Division. Ray M. Fry, Librarian 
after January 1, 1958, of the Ro- 
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senberg Public Library, Galveston, 
and presently Director, Young 
Adult Services, Dallas Public Li- 
brary, will direct the conference, 
assisted by Miss Grace Slocum, 
Coordinator, Work with Young 
Adults, Brooklyn Public Library. 
For further information, and for 
reservation, address the Library 
School, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
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Multi-County Bookmobile Demonstrations 


By 


Bess Ann Motley, Director 
Texas Rural Library Service 
Texas State Library 


In the Texas State Library pro- 
gram under the Library Services 
Act, the emphasis is about equally 
divided between the Regional Li- 
brary type of service and that of 
the Multi-County Bookmobile. 
Demonstrations of both kinds of 
service will be given during the 
five-year program under the Act. 
However, since a Regional Library 
Service Demonstration costs a 
great deal of money, the less cost- 
ly Bookmobile Demonstrations 
will be more numerous, thus dis- 
tributing the benefits of the Act 
more equitably to the great rural 
population of Texas—the second 
largest in the nation. Records 
show that 54 counties of Texas 
have no public library service; and 
it is in these counties, first, that 
we propose to demonstrate book- 
mobile service. 


Bookmobile service will play an 
important part in Multi-County 
Demonstrations for several im- 
portant reasons. It is recognized 
as the best means of beginning li- 
brary service in a small way with 
a meeting between books, a read- 
er, and a librarian. It has been 
found to be effective, spectacular, 
and inexpensive; and all three ele- 
ments are extremely important in 
the Texas program. The bookmo- 
bile properly staffed with a pro- 
fessional librarian will prove a me- 
dium for maintaining a directed 
service for adults and children in 
rural areas where library service 
is being introduced for the first 
time. 


DECEMBER, 1957 


However, the library on wheels 
is not the only type of service to 
be introduced in the Multi-County 
Bookmobile Demonstration. There 
will be workshops to develop con- 
cepts of cooperation, and to im- 
prove library methods and tech- 
niques in existing libraries. In- 
service training will be offered to 
librarians in the area. Advisory 
aid to adults, young people, and 
children will be available to librar- 
ians. Staff work will be done 
in the promotion of library devel- 
opment throughout the region by 
work with newspapers, service 
clubs, and other organizations. 


As they appear in the Texas 
Plan, the policies and objectives of 
the Multi - County Bookmobile 
Demonstration are as follows: 


1. To make the best possible use 
of bookmobile service to stim- 
ulate library progress in the 
counties concerned. 

2 To demonstrate the economy 

and effectiveness of mobile li- 

brary service in reaching a 

large part of the citizens of 

the Multi-County Area who 
are not within easy access of 
any pubic library outlet. 

By means of this service to 

equalize opportunities for li- 

brary use between rural and 

urban populations. 

4. To provide from this “Li- 
brary-On-Wheels,” books and 
materials which will prove a 
source of information to all 
people, the farmer, the ranch- 
er, the city-dweller; and fur- 
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ther, to provide the reading 
which will contribute to their 
cultural and recreational ac- 
tivities. 

5. To stimulate interest in read- 
ing at all age levels—adult, 
young people and children. 


6. To cooperate with existing li- 
braries in any type of mutual- 
aid which contributes to the 
fulfillment of better library 
service throughout the Multi- 
County Area. 


Demonstrations of Multi-County 
Bookmobile Service will be of- 
fered, one or more in each Library 
Service Area per year, so far as 
funds will permit. The Library 
Service Areas are designated as 
follows: Central Texas, East Tex- 
as, North Texas, South Texas and 
West Texas Library Service Areas. 


Requirements for a Multi-Coun- 
ty Bookmobile Demonstration are 
as follows: 


1. Any group of counties in the 
state may apply for one of 
these demonstrations of li- 
brary service by submitting a 
plan for a group of counties 
composing an area that is 
feasible for service by one 
bookmobile. 


2. Plans for Multi-County Book- 
mobile Demonstrations may 
be prepared by any interested 
group or groups—such as: 
Friends of the Library, Li- 
brary Boards, Library Asso- 
ciations, Committees of 
Librarians, Commissioners’ 
Courts, and citizen commit- 
tees and clubs. 

Forms are available for use in 
surveying regions, counties, 
cities, public libraries, school 


DECEMBER, 1957 


libraries, and special libraries. 
Groups wishing to make such 
surveys in preparing plans for 
a demonstration may request 
these forms from the Texas 
Rural Library Service of the 
State Library. 


3. The Commissioners’ Courts of 
the counties making up the 
region must pass a resolution 
inviting a demonstration, and 
such resolutions must be at- 
tached to the plan. Further, 
such Courts must be willing 
to sign agreements with the 
State Librarian which would 
7 acceptable under the Texas 
Plan. 


4. The region will furnish ade- 
quate bookmobile headquar- 
ters which would house books 
and administrative functions. 


State funds will furnish for each 
Multi-County Bookmobile Demon- 
stration one bookmobile, bookstock 
for bookmobile, salary for a Book- 
mobile Librarian, salary for a 
Driver Assistant, operation and 
maintenance for one bookmobile. 
At the end of each demonstration 
year the bookmobiles, bookstocks, 
bookmobile librarians and driver 
assistants will move to other mul- 
ti-county units. 


The first bookmobile under the 
new State Library program ar- 
rived in Austin, November 20. 
Hailed by newspaper and television 
photographers as the beginning of 
a new era in Texas library service, 
this air-conditioned Gerstenslager 
bookmobile with a book capacity 
of 1690-2000 volumes and equipped 
with a Gaylord charging machine, 
is scheduled for use in the Burnet, 
Llano, Blanco demonstration in the 
very near future. 
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A professional survey to 
BEAUMONT determine the needs of 

Tyrrell Public Library 
and creation of a permanent citizens 
committee to support improvements in 
library service have been recommended 
by a Library Study Committee of the 
League of Women Voters based on its 
study at the library. The committee 
maintained local library service falls 
below standards in the city’s expendi- 
ture of 72 cents per capita, compared 
to the ALA minimum of $1, in its book 
collection of 1 per capita compared to 
the ALA minimum of 2; and in circu- 
lation of 2.25 per capita compared to 
the ALA minimum of 6.8. An unbiased 
survey is needed to evaluate the system 
in terms of accepted standards. 


Thousands of residents in 
House Speaker Sam Ray- 
burns’ Fourth Congression- 
al District joined government officials 
from the Southwest and throughout the 
nation October 9 for the dedication of 
the Sam Rayburn Library. Former 
President Harry S. Truman and Secre- 
tary of the Treasury Robert Anderson 
headed the list of speakers. The Li- 
brary houses the books, papers, docu- 
ments and historical mementoes col- 
lected by Speaker Rayburn during his 
more than half century of public serv- 
ice. Also in the Library is an exact 
replica of the Speaker’s office in the 
nation’s Capitol. 


BONHAM 


Gifts, most of which are me- 
morials amounting to $321, 
were reported by Mrs. Mar- 
garet Hoyle, librarian for the Carnegie 
Public Library, to the Board of Trus- 
tees. A special gift during the past 
month was a check for $200 from 
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Brazos County which will be used to 
purchase children’s books. 


The Morris County 
DAINGERFIELD Library moved into 

its new home in the 
City Hall in September. A very attrac- 
tive sign has been placed at the en- 
trance and a number of books have 
been added to the library, 


A strong branch library sys- 
DALLAS tem that could give Dallas a 
library program “second to 
none in the country at a cost not ex- 
cessive’”’ has been recommended by Dr. 
Lowell Martin, dean of the graduate 


school of library service at Rutgers 
University. Dr. Martin conducted a 
survey of the city’s branch library 


needs under the sponsorship of the 
Friends of the Dallas Public Library. 
The plans call for creation of six new 
major branches on a circle of about six 
miles from the downtown area, reloca- 
tion of four existing branches, and pos- 
sible establishment of three smaller 
units about nine miles out. Dr. Mar- 
tin’s recommendations are tentative and 
subject to change when he presents his 
final report. 


Denton’s City-County Library 
DENTON was presented with 272 new 

books and $64 as a result of 
the Denton Ariel Club’s Book Fair. 
The Book Fair was the theme for the 
club’s first general meeting of the year. 
Each member donated either a book or 
money to the library. The books were 
on display at a meeting held at the 
Womans’ Building. 


The Earth Science Li- 
FORT WORTH brary being presented 
to the Fort Worth 
Public Library was received and dedi- 
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eated formally in ceremonies at the li- 
prary on September 10. The collection, 
which includes Gulf Oil Corporation’s 
geological library and the late Monroe 
G. Cheney library, is housed in the 
business and technology department on 
the first floor of the library. 


The Goliad County Library 
books and fixtures are now 
temporarily located in an 
apartment north of Mrs. W. O. Hug- 
gins’ residence. The temporary set-up 
will be used until the new county li- 
brary building, on which foundation 
work is now under way, has been com- 
pleted and made ready for occupancy. 
The $19,400 library building is being 
erected on the site of the old library 
building which was purchased in recent 
year by Mrs. Huggins, who deeded it 
for use of the county library. 


GOLIAD 


Repairs to the Groves Pub- 
GROVES lic Library were made pos- 

sible by contributions of $50 
from the Groves Jayceez, $50 from the 
Rotary Club and $5 from the Groves 
Garden Club. The city has made avail- 
able the $100 in the budget allocated 
for library repairs for the fiscal year. 
The library is a branch of the Jeffer- 
son County Library. 


The City Council voted at 

HOUSTON a recent meeting to air- 
condition five branch li- 
The contract was let for $86,- 
343 to air-condition the Heights, Car- 


braries. 


negie, Central Park, Park Place and 
West End branches. 

John C. Box was 
JACKSONVILLE named president of 


the Jacksonville 
Public Library Association for its new 
fiscal year and other officers were 
named in the annual public meeting 
during the open house in the library 
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building. The library is city-owned 
and city-financed, but managed by the 
library association. 


Killeen’s Kiwanis Club has 
taken the first step toward 
establishing a city library. 
This fall the club handled the conces- 
sions at the high school football games 
and the profits were earmarked for a 
library. The club hopes this move will 
touch off support from other city or- 
ganizations and finally by the City of 
Killeen itself. 


KILLEEN 


Construction of an addition 
McALLEN to the McAllen Memorial 

Library and a proposed plan 
for financing it were formally approved 
by the city commissioners, The esti- 
mated cost is $17,000. Both the con- 
struction and the financing plan were 
approved, permitting the library board 
to proceed with proposed plans. 


Mrs. Guy Boone 
has replaced Mrs. 
R. A. Seyle as per- 
manent librarian at the Point Comfort 
Library according to an announcement 
made by the Library Association. Mrs. 
Boone has previously served as volun- 
teer and then substitute librarian and 
has conducted the Story Hour on alter- 
nate Saturdays. 


POINT COMFORT 


The city public library 
board has announced 
the appointment of 
William R. Holman as librarian to suc- 
ceed Miss Julia Grothaus, who retired 
after 36 years with the system. Mr. 
Holman has been director of Galves- 
ton’s Rosenberg Library since June, 
1955. Before going to Galveston, Hol- 
man held positions as head of circula- 
tion, University of Kansas Library, and 
chief librarian of the Pan-American 
College Library, Edinburg, Texas. 


SAN ANTONIO 
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